
Descriptions 
(Provided for context in this submission, although I’m not sure if any description would need to 
be displayed in the case that any of these poems appears on the website. Thanks for your 
consideration!)


untrained    identity 

The sums of the alphabetical indexes (a = 1, b = 2, etc.) of the letters in each line are equal 
across the midline. These mirrored "values" of the lines mimic the structure of additive inverses 
on either side of an identity, as on a number line.


Thematically, the concept of a group containing an "identity" that is achieved by other 
members of the group joining to "cancel out” is drawn as a parallel to "friends disappearing" 
until what remains is a "faded self." The cyclic nature of repeated attempts to "climb" is related 
to the behavior of a finite cyclic group, in which repeatedly adding elements "up and up" can 
result in a return to the identity.




The plot above shows the alphabetical indexes of each letter in the first line, with the right 
sections of the lines recorded as negative values. The accumulation of these values (i.e., in the 
sense of a definite integral) is zero.


Next 

The line turns from lighter to darker gray as it moves between the positions of (invisible) letters 
of the alphabet plotted in order around the unit circle. This particular shape results from 
spelling out the phrase “who knows?”


 

An alternate title (for ease of formatting, if necessary) is The Shape of Happiness. In the given 
equation title, the function name  stands for happiness, and the shape of the plot of  is 
used as a metaphor for settling into a loving relationship over time.
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H(t) =
sin(18π t)

28t

H H(t)

https://www.wolframalpha.com/input?i=sin(18+Pi+t)/28%5Et+from+0+to+1.5

